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Hello all! It seems we can still send New Year’s wishes til the end of January. So, we’re just 

in time: 

Happy New Year from Le Grange! 
 

The end of the year often invites reflection and since the foundation of the club “Le Grange” 

in May 2009 lots has happened. Here is a bit of a summary of our first 8 months: 

 

Little reminders: 

Le Grange is a small refuge or hostel (in French “gite d’etape”) in Giscaro, in the South of 

France, west of Toulouse, on the pilgrim path GR 653. This path is one of four main ways to 

lead to Santiago de Compostella. 

 

Our refuge, originally an old farm house, is a place for pilgrims since 25 years and used to be 

run by Francois and Francoise. At the first May, Aurelia and Andreas tuke over the refuge and 

foundet the association “Le Grangè”. This helps, to be open and welcome pilgrims friendly all 

year around. Our goal is to spread the word about the Camino de Santiago and encourage 

more people to walk it for themselves. Maybe a bit crazy…..but, well…. 

 

Little reflections 2009: 

Since May 09 we welcomed 321 pilgrims from not less than 19 Nations!!! Most of course 

came from France (surprise!), followed by Belgians, Canadians, and Swiss. Some nice 

surprises were people from Japan, Russia, Argentina and Mexico. We even had someone from 

Lebanon.  

Thank you to some friends and hospitaleros who helped us throughout the year: Mimisan and 

Alex, Bernard and Sylvie, Marjo and Yahnn, Ludo, Isabelle and Fany, Anita and Jeremy. Not 

everybody had the luck to receive pilgrims, but you could saw it in there smiling face how 

had some. But 2010 is a new change ….! 

 

Our activities in 2009 mostly had to do with furniture restoration, renovations, establishing 

the vegie garden (we could provide organic pumpkin soup and zucchini soup already). 

Fighting the weeds however, was not always so successful. This is where you guys come into 

the picture! 
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We were moved by the many postcards and positive feedback we received from passing 

pilgrims. Its touched us a lot. 

 

This positive feedback of the pilgrims also helped us to receiving the label “Haltes de 

Compostelle” (Stop on the way to Santiago) already which we are VERY proud of. “Haltes de 

Compostelle” is an organisation that rates standards of accommodation and refuges. Any 

pilgrim can write to them and give their feedback. If all the feedbacks are positive you get a 

good rating and label. So, every pilgrim can be assured to get good treatment in their 

recommended refuges. This gave us great encouragement to continue.  

Our association will continue to support the meeting of great people, culturally as well as 

socially and spiritually. In this light we initiated contact for a group of 10 German Social 

Workers with social organisations in Toulouse to meet and exchange experiences. We made 

the connections between the community development group from Hamburg and “Boutique 

Solidarite” from Toulouse who work with homeless people. They stayed with us for 4 days 

and widened their contacts with other community development groups. This was a great and 

lively networking success. Thanks to everybody who helped and made this a success and 

hope to repeat this.  

 

We also accommodated a group of horse riders and our stables finally had their ‘stable 

warming’. We had a great evening around the fire place spinning yarn and of course some 

drinks! Hope you guys come back soon!!! 

 

This makes us remembering of our first pilgrim with donkey. Alan arrived for his birthday 

with PONPON his donkey. 

 

One of a lot of small stories …. 

 

Projects 2010: 

• Our organic vegie garden requires ongoing ‘green’ ideas and work such as digging, 

planting, and weeding. If somebody wants to be a hostpitalero for a while, let us 

know.  

• Our roof is in need of repair or rather needs replacing. The storms in the last winter 

and time in general left their marks. The pilgrims who were here last year when we 

had to keep buckets under all the leaks will remember. Since the costs for a new roof 

are too expensive for us we are planning a project workshop for this summer. For this 

we are mainly looking for professional roofers/carpenters who trust themselves to 

repair an old farm house from 1650 without destroying the original charm. We need a 

project manager in fact who can lead and guide volunteer helpers. Roofing tiles have 

to come down, get cleaned while the rafters need repair. In short, a big task. You’ll be 

rewarded with good food and lots of music. Let us know if you have contacts, ideas or 

would like to help. 

• Further, the stairs to the bedrooms needs replacing. We like timber stairs, so again 

calling for carpenters or cabinet makers.  

• We also need a plumber who knows about the installation of heaters. Who can weld 

without setting the house on fire and who can help to create the right temperature for 

the bed rooms.  
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• Then we need a decent website. Any taker there who wants to spend a weekend with 

us designing a website whilst drinking good wine, eating duck with rosemary spiced 

potatoes and listening to good music? Come on over! 

• If you just want to join our organisation or want to support us financially, just email 

and we send you a form to fill out (find our bank account details below). We are 

happy for every cent/dollar/yen/pound, whatever denomination!  

• That’s it, our first news letter! If you would like to see some photos: 

http://picasaweb.google.fr/legrange.giscaro/GiteDuGrange  

 

We wish you a beautiful year full of good energy, exciting experiences and many meaningful 

interactions.  

 

The Team of Le Grangé 

 

Saying of the day:  

“It’s better to do something crazy with others than being wise on your own.” 

 

Association Le Grange 

Lieu dit le grange 

32200 Giscaro, France 

Ph: +33 5 6207 8492 

       +33 6 6155 7212 

email: legrange.giscaro@gmail.com 

Bank: Caisse D’Epargne 

Bank account name: Le Grange 

IBAN: FR761 313 5000 800 8000 439 45512 

BIC: CEPAFRPP313 

 

 

    

 


